84     HISTORY OP BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

lieving that at this time, as was true later on,
Urartu may have tried to exercise some sort of
sovereignty over the land of NairL This much,
at least, is certain, that the people of Urartu were
the mainspring of much of the rebellion among
the smaller states in the north and west.

The long series of Assyrian assaults on Urartu
had begun in the reign of Tiglathpileser I, who
had crossed over the Arsanias and entered the
country. Asshurnazirpal, also, had marched
through the southern portion of the district, but
had made no attempt to annex it to Assyria. In
the very beginning of his reign, 860 B. C.,1 Shal-
maneser made the first move which led to this
series of campaigns. He entered the land of Nairi
and took the capital city of Khubushkia, on Lake
Urumiyeh, together with one hundred other towns
which belonged to the same country. These were
all destroyed by fire. The king of Nairi was then
pursued into the mountains and the land of
Urartu (Chaldia) invaded. At this time Uraiiu
was ruled by Arame, who seems to have been a
man of courage and adroitness. His stronghold
of Sugunia was taken and plundered. Shalma-
neser did not push on into the country, but with-
drew southward by way of Lake Van, contented
with his booty or too prudent to risk more. He
made no more attempts on Urartu until 85 7,*

1 The date is certain.   It is correctly given as 860 by Tiele,
i, p 187, but erroneously as 858 by Scheil, Records of the Past, New
Scries, iv, p. 56, note 8.

a Incorrectly givon M 866 by Scheil, tbid,, vol. iv, p. 63, note 1.